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Message from Jane …. 
Hello! 
Quite a lot has been going on over the last few months …. Kirsty Waite  
has joined the team, as Senior Audiologist, we’d like to send her a warm  
welcome and very much hope that she enjoys being part of the team.   
 
As you will see inside I went to Malawi recently to look at ways we could help with the development  
of Rehabilitation Support for the children who receive cochlear implants.  It was a wonderful  
adventure and although there will be challenges we can certainly be involved with the new  
service offering advice, support and practical help. 
 
We’ve been busy at home too! 100 patients received cochlear implants this year!  
Well done everyone!  
Jane 
YAIS/Cochlear Implants Head of Service 

News from The Ear Trust & The Yorkshire Auditory Implant Service Spring/Summer 2017 

 

OUT OF HOURS EMERGENCIES 
Please ring the BRI switchboard (01274-542200) 
and ask for the ENT Registrar on Call only in the 
case of medical Emergencies. 

Super Star! 
Congratulations to our budding musician Eleanor  
Thompson.  Eleanor 
has won the Med-El 
Music Prize for 
2016.  As part of her 
prize  
she will receive  
music lessons for a 
year.   
Eleanor clearly  
enjoys her music 
and we look forward 
to hearing her play at a future YAIS event.  Well done 

Information Morning for Local  
Professionals 
 
Very positive feedback has been received by local  
professionals who have attended this training course at 
YAIS.  The Information Morning is run 3 times during 
the year and offers local professionals an opportunity to 
see audiology programming sessions, talk to speech 
and language therapists and teachers of the deaf  
together with looking around the centre.   
If you are interested in attending please phone YAIS 
and ask for Liz or Joanne who will be able to help you  
TEL: 01274 364853 

Blogs 
Why not have a look at Vera Brearey’s blog   
https://www.morethanabitdeaf.com/ 
She blogs, with humour, about how her hearing loss 
affects her everyday life and gives updates about 
equipment she has tried herself.    

Lost Processors 
Unfortunately since January 2016 we have had to replace 21 lost processors, costing £147,000. Each processor costs up to 

£7000.  When a processor is lost or damaged beyond repair it makes a huge impact on the department and the NHS in general.  

 

We ask you to take extra special care of your equipment and help us spend NHS money responsibly. We would like to ask you 

to seriously consider insuring your system. A number of you add it as a named value to your household insurance. Remember a 

speech processor costs as much as a small car! 

 
 

https://www.morethanabitdeaf.com/


YAIS In Pioneering Research 
 

A study which looks at whether there is a positive link between cochlear implants and protecting yourself against dementia 
in old age, has been launched at a Bradford hospital.   
 
The BRI’s Yorkshire Auditory Implant Service is the only UK centre which has been invited to participate in the research 
trial, thanks to its pioneering work of implanting cochlear implants in older people under local anaesthetic.  Doctors implant 
at least one elderly patient, under local anaesthetic, at least once every month – the oldest Bradford patient to receive a 
cochlear implant was 93. 
 
Professor Chris Raine, said: “This is a fascinating and potentially life-changing study because it has the capacity to uncover 
whether restored hearing can stave off age-related cognitive conditions like dementia. 
“The aim of the research is to find out how cochlear implants can benefit older adults. Previous research projects have shown 
that having a hearing loss can lead to faster cognitive decline in the adult population, as 
can having a general anaesthetic in older adults.   We want to find out if using a cochlear 
implant can help prevent this rate of cognitive decline amongst adults, aged over 55.” 
 
Head of the YAIS, Jane Martin, added: “We are honoured to have been asked to partici-
pate in this research run by the Hearring Group. It is a reflection of the pioneering work 
carried out by our surgeons who are at the forefront of implanting so many elderly adults 
under local anaesthetic from across the region and beyond. 
“Research has proved that local anaesthetics are safer for older people who very often 
have other co-morbidities and it’s widely known that they can also have an impact on a 
person’s cognitive decline. 
  
“Being able to hear is a wonderful gift many of us take for granted and evidence is in-
creasingly suggesting that being able to maintain good communication and regular socialising, thanks to being able to hear oth-
ers, might stop that decline into old age and the onset of the likes of conditions such as dementia. 
  
“Getting out and communicating in groups is vitally important to older people – and if you can’t do this and feel socially isolated 
then hearing loss can put up huge barriers to people being able to live a fuller life.” 
The Bradford team aims to recruit 30 patients in total who are aged more than 55-years-old and suffer from severe or profound 
hearing loss in both ears. Fifteen who go on to have cochlear implants will participate while the doctors will also include 15 who 
decide not to pursue the operation. 
 
The study’s lead investigator is Dr Paul van der Heyning who is based in Antwerp, Belgium. 
(Taken from a press release) 

Celebrating International Cochlear Implant Day 
 

February kept Priyanka busy this year!  Priyanka decided to use International Cochlear Implant Day to give a speech at school 
about her speech processors to educate her class mates and teachers.  A clip of Priyanka’s speech is below: 
 
“ Today I am here to talk about International Cochlear Implant Day.  Guess what?  I wear cochlear implants because I’m deaf.  Deaf means 

you can’t hear at all.  Just like some people wear glasses to see clearly, cochlear implants help deaf people to hear.  Everyone is different and 

that’s what makes us all special.  But what does it feel like when you take cochlear implants off?  You can’t hear anything at all, just see peo-

ple doing things, that’s what it’s like if you don’t have them on. …….. 

Now , I’m telling you all this information because it is International Cochlear Implant Day and I want every single one of you to help me cel-

ebrate this day by telling everyone and anyone you know that cochlear implants help deaf people to hear.” 

 

Priyanka is 7 years old and has had her speech processors for 6 years.  Well done Priyanka for letting everyone know about 
cochlear implants you did a brilliant job of it. 

 
Priyanka’s family would like to thank 
Awoodley Primary, Leeds for  their  
fantastic support and help that they have 
given to Priyanka. 
 
Priyanka has  really raised awareness of 
cochlear implants,  maybe we need to 
watch out for her in the world of politics 
when she’s older! 
 
 



YAIS supports development of Cochlear Implant Service in Malawi, Africa 

 
YAIS surgeon Dave Strachan first visited Malawi as part of a sabbatical in 2013 and, seeing the need, has worked 
with Med El UK and Wakisa Mulwafu  (the only ENT in the whole country of 16 million people) to try and develop 
a cochlear implant service. Despite the many challenges over four subsequent visits eight children have been  
implanted. All these children had been born with normal hearing but had been deafened later in life often by 
avoidable causes (such as mumps meningitis and quinine treatment for malaria). 
Prof Chris Raine joined Dave on a visit in November  last year and Jane Martin was in Malawi in March 2017 and 
particularly looked at how we can support the families of implanted children as well as rehabilitation in schools 
(things we take for granted in the UK).  A very exciting development is that Madonna’s ‘Raising Malawi’ charity is 
funding a state of the art paediatric centre in the same complex as the ENT unit and future children’s surgery can 
be carried out there. 

Please get in touch If you would like more details or may be able to support this  initiative.  

 
 

YAIS supports development 
 of Cochlear Implant  

Service in Malawi, Africa 
 
 

Spares and Repairs  
Contact Andy or Shazia directly by ringing the Spares/ Repairs Di-
rect Line on  01274 364300 or email the helpline on 

ycis.helpline@bthft.nhs.ukthe he 
Please can you return all broken or 
faulty  
equipment in the  
envelope provided. 
 
Please Note: 
If  you  phone for spares after 3.00pm they won’t be posted until 
the next  working day. 
If you phone Friday after 3.00pm they won’t go in the post until Mon-
day. 

Holiday Loan System 
 

If you are going away on holiday abroad and would 
like a spare processor and other spare equipment in 
case of an emergency, please contact Andy or  
Shazia at YAIS for more information.  They will need  

approximately 4 weeks notice 
before you leave to  
organise this. You will be re-
quired to complete a form and 
a non-refundable fee is also 
needed.  

Mr Strachen, Prof. Raine & Mr Mulwafu 
& 2 implantees 

Eunice Birch 

Eunice has been fundraising for quite some time  
with great results. She placed a few lines in her  
local paper and has a regular list of local people  
who ring her when they have items to get rid of  
(Jewellery – watches – fountain pens and  
collectables of all kinds) which are taken to the  
Auction.  She gives everyone a brochure so the  
contact is kept up and letters of thanks are sent  
out too.  She is also spreading the word of the Cochlear Implant and 
the way it transforms the lives of deaf people – babies – toddlers and 
up to 90 year olds. 
A lady in Malton sold baby clothes and raised a nice amount which 
she sent to Eunice. 
All this makes fundraising most enjoyable and when a cheque arrives 
from the Auction House it makes all the effort so worthwhile – Eunice 
is supported by husband Alan who drives all over to collect the items. 
Keep up the good work it is very much appreciated. 

Marathon Runner 
 

Rosie O'Connor has 
raised £1,255.00 from 
The ASICS Greater  
Manchester Marathon 
on 2 April 2017.   
 
Rosie's mum Sr. Anne 
O'Connor works with  
Professor Raine in the 
ENT OPD.   
 
Anne has supported  
The Ear Trust over many years with the help of all the 
team at ENT, So Rosie had no hesitation in  
supporting The Ear Trust, many thanks. 
 

Jane Martin  
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Sponsor a Name Plate  
A Warm Welcome to The Listening for Life Centre 

Get your name on a plate and help us to fundraise for The 
Ear Trust – all monies raised are used for the YAIS and 
helps the staff to continue with the excellent service they  
provide for all patients.274 364853 

Many thanks to all patients and their families who raise money for The Ear Trust  

Note from Breeda - We receive many donations which are not acknowledged here but for which we are most  

grateful. You know who you are—many thanks. 
 
If you have raised funds or would like to raise funds for the ‘Listening For Life Centre’ please contact  
Breeda Barry 07815 753677 

Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary! 
 
Congratulations to-
Pam and Derek Gill 
on their 50th  
Wedding  
Anniversary.   
Their granddaughter, 
Jemima has had her 
cochlear implants for 
2 years and is very  
successful with her 
listening, talking and understanding.   
Instead of anniversary gifts Mr & Mrs Gill requested  
donations for The Ear Trust to show their thanks for the 
support that Jemima has had from YAIS.   The sum of 
£525 was raised.  Many, many thanks for your support, it is 
appreciated.  We would like to wish you, Jemima and all 
the family best wishes for the future and thank you again. 

A Night With A Difference! 
 

Many thanks to Lisa Marie Hayselden for organising an  
evening with a difference.  Adrian Dobson (Spiritualist &  
Medium) gave his time to support Lisa and The Ear Trust for a 
night of contacting the spirit world.  The evening was well  
attended and was both enjoyable and interesting.  Lisa has 
had her cochlear  
implant for a year and 
has raised £700 
through her work with 
Tesco and £370  
during the evening 
with Adrian.  Thank 
you to Lisa, Adrian 
and Tesco for your 
support. 

Call for Help 

Can you believe that we have been in the magnificent 
Listening for Life Centre since 2009!   
 
We are very proud of our Centre and we strive to stay 
up to date with technology to assist in training, teaching 
and long distance meetings.  For all of these we are 
proud to support deaf and hard of hearing people so that 
they are able to participate with a loop system and 
speech to text support.  
 
Our current audio and visual systems are now old and 
we are needing to update them so that we can continue 
to support parents and families , local professionals and 
not so local professionals.   
 
Please consider fundraising for The Ear Trust so that we 
are able to up date the loop system and the audio /  
visual equipment.  They are so important to us to  
promote cochlear implants and to use within  
rehabilitation. 
Let us know of any fundraising events that you are  
planning and we will help to advertise the event for you 
in the Centre.  This is an expensive project and we 
would appreciate any support that you are able to  
provide. 

 


